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I had the honor of attending the October Yuba Water Agency 
Board Meeting where they approved a grant to NYWD of up 
to $225,725. The funds will be used to finalize engineering and 
environmental work on the Forbestown Ditch Piping Project. 
These funds will bridge the gap between the engineering 
phase and the construction phase --- which we hope to start  
in 2020!

In a Yuba Water Agency press release, Yuba County Supervisor, 
Randy Fletcher, who represents our area, said, “This is a very 
good project that will be extremely beneficial to the communi-
ty. It will ensure that North Yuba Water District customers have 
better access to a reliable supply of safe drinking water.”

The final line of the press release is very powerful, stating “Yuba 
Water Agency invests in infrastructure projects like this to 
ensure access to a safe, reliable water supply for Yuba County 
residents, which is one of the agency’s primary mission areas.”

Providing a safe water source for all the families of the District, 
is truly my mission as well. I thank the Yuba Water Agency staff 
and board members who believe in piping the Forbestown 
Ditch as much as I do.

To quote Henry Ford, “Coming together is a beginning, staying 
together is progress, and working together is success.”

Happy Thanksgiving,

Eric Hansard 
Chairman, 
North Yuba Water District
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Questions? Clarifications?  
Ask your NYWD representative!
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CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE - 
Thank You to the Yuba Water Agency

A crew works to build a wooden flume to bridge a  
blowout on the Forbestown Ditch (early 1900’s)
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Water enters the North Yuba Water District system from 
three main sources:

1. Water from various sources (Little Grass Valley  
Reservoir, Lost Creek, Slate Creek, Sly Creek  
Reservoir) moves through the South Feather 
Power Project and is partially diverted into  
our NYWD Forbestown Ditch at “SF-14” 

2. Oroleve Creek, a seasonal stream, can also  
be diverted into the Forbestown Ditch

3. Dry Creek, a seasonal stream that begins in Challenge,  
can be partially diverted to our NYWD irrigation ditches

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT  
Where does NYWD get its water?
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“SF-14,” the start of the NYWD Forbestown Ditch
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Piping the Forbestown Ditch will lower the possibility of 
blowouts, like this one that occurred in January, 2017

What happens to the water that enters the Forbestown Ditch?

•	 NYWD can safely put up to 22 cfs (cubic feet per second) down the Forbestown Ditch at SF-14

•	 Depending on the amount of water flowing through the Ditch, we lose approximately 35% of it from seepage and 
evaporation during irrigation season and higher losses during the balance of the year

•	 NYWD is contractually obligated to provide 11 cfs to South Feather Water & Power Authority (SFWPA) at the bottom of 
the Forbestown Ditch “Turnout,” but due to the “2005 Agreement,” that took affect in 2010, NYWD is responsible for all 
water loss from SF-14 to the Turnout (approximately 3.8 cfs)

•	 1.8 to 3.6 cfs is needed for our Treatment Plant to provide potable water to NYWD Domestic Customers

•	 Anything remaining, which is hardly any after the “2005 Agreement,” can be diverted into Costa Creek, then to Dry 
Creek and, ultimately, to the NYWD Irrigation Ditches
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A typical, unlined portion of the Forbestown Ditch
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Where does NYWD irrigation water come from?

•	 NYWD irrigation ditches run 22 miles and are labeled as sections “01,” “02” and “03.” As water moves through the  
irrigation ditches, approximately 60% is lost due to seepage and evaporation

•	 A very small amount of water can be diverted from the Forbestown Ditch through Costa Creek to the irrigation ditches

•	 The vast majority of irrigation water comes from Dry Creek, which lives up to its name and typically runs too dry by 
late summer to be of any help, except in the wettest of years 
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Storage pond at the NYWD Water Treatment Plant Inside the NYWD Water Treatment Plant

The NYWD irrigation ditches run 22 miles, serving approximately 119 customers in 
Dobbins & Oregon House. Shown above is an aerial view of a section of the ditch.

Irrigation ditch headworks at Dry Creek
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ALERT FOR DISTRICT CUSTOMERS
Please be aware that negative detractors of the District operate under the anonymity of names like 
North Yuba Water Alliance, Oregon House Dobbins Water Association, Yuba Vision and possibly 
others. These informal groups are not affiliated with the District in any way.  

We encourage you to contact the District or your elected representative if you have questions, or 
need clarification about District policy, conduct or projects, (530) 675-2567 or email@nywd.org.

Accurate, up-to-date income survey data will help NYWD obtain grant funds and low 
interest loans to make needed improvements that would otherwise be unaffordable.

The State Water Resources Control Board previously determined NYWD was a “Disad-
vantaged Community” (Median Household Income less than $53,735) based on their 
resource data. This prior status allowed NYWD to qualify for partial grants, but their 
resource data included population statistics outside of our NYWD boundaries, so we 
thought it necessary to conduct a more focused and accurate survey.

NYWD used a nonpartisan, third party firm named Specialized Utility Service Program 
(SUSP) to conduct the new Median Household Income (MHI) survey. SUSP determined 
the current Median Household Income for NYWD is $30,000, which means we are 
technically a “Severely Disadvantaged Community” (Median Household Income less 
than $40,301) and we are eligible for up to 100% grant funding for projects.

For the current Forbestown Ditch Piping Project, the “Severely Disadvantaged” status 
makes NYWD eligible for up to $5 million in construction funding from the State “Prop 
1” program. That is approximately 50% of the funds needed for the entire project!

Thank you to all our customers who took the time to complete the survey and help 
NYWD compile accurate income data.

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT  
Why was an income survey sent to customers?

NORTH YUBA
WATER DISTRICT 2019

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME (MHI)

California
Statewide MHI

$67,169

Disadvantaged  
Community MHI

$53,735

Severely Disadvantaged
Community MHI

$40,.301

North Yuba Water District
MHI

$30,000




